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Within this atmosphere of bloodshed and burgeoning military
controversy, MacKay rendered a series of sketches, prints, and
video footage that brings a poetic aesthetic to everyday lives
permeated by warfare.

MacKay discovered the Somali people to be resilient in the face of
violent conflict, clinging to a semblance of routine while order
collapsed all around them. One intriguing episode he withessed
was the bloodbath of healing —a traditional healing method to my
understanding," he says - whereby a child was washed in the blood
of slaughtered livestock.

"Here you have a context of people operating under hardship from
both a war and an environmental point of view, as a drought had
just happened,” he says.

"They're living, and it's very emblematic of how heroic people can
be under trying circumstances. This is of course linked with the
good Canadian notion of helping, notwithstanding what happened
in that compound."

The haunting images he captured continued to resonate with
MacKay long after he left Somalia, ultimately culminating in his
multimedia collaboration with One Yellow Rabbit. The artwork
produced from his Somalian odyssey has been widely featured in
magazines and on television, and the stage accompaniment could
potentially be Europe bound later this month.

" was there for six days, shot an hour and a half of footage, and
hine years later I'm still working on it," says MacKay.

"It seems to have some legs. | think it's the nature of our interest in
conflict and in looking for some alternative to news journalism."

MacKay hopes Somalia Yellow will draw renewed attention to the
famine and war-ravaged nation, despite the waning of its ongoing
humanitarian crisis from the mass media radar.

"Look at how quickly Somalia was dropped off our screens after the
U.S. pulled out (in late 1993) he says. "The only thing that's brought
it back is the notion of terrorists being trained there.

"There's too much homogeneity in the mainstream media in terms
of coverage," he adds. "Some of the salvation is that through
alternate things like art and the Internet, other voices can be heard."

Somalia Yellow runs Apr. 9 to 27 at the Big Secret Theatre in the
Epcor Centre for the Performing Arts. Opening week (April 9 to 14)



