


FIVE FAMILIES / CONFEDERATION CENTRE ART GALLERY / CHARLOTTETOWN / 1986

Notes:

1. Bogusky, Alf, 'Foreword", A Book Of Not Knowing
When We Are Going To Die Or Grow Up And Of Only
Knowing A Little Bit, Southern Alberta Art Gallery,
Lethbridge, February 6-28, 1982 (catalogue)

2. Palmer, R., Hermeneutics: Interpretation Theory in
Schielermacher, Dilthey, Heidegger and Gadarner,
Northwestern University Press, Evanston, lllinois,
1969

3. Mays, John Bentley, A Book Of Not Knowing When
We Are Going To Die Or Grow Up And Of Only
Knowing A Little Bit, Southern Alberta Art Gallery,
Lethbridge, February 6-28, 1982 (catalogue)

4. Bakhtin, Mikhail, Rabelais and his World, Indiana
University Press, Bloomingdale, 1984 (translated by
Helene Iswolsky)

5. Jameson, Frederick, "Postmodernism and
Consumer Society", in The Anti-Aesthetic, ed. Hal
Foster, Bay Press, Port Townsend, Washington, 1983

6. Brown, Elizabeth, "Variations on Hodler: Recent

Paintings by Allan MacKay", Whyte Museum of the

Canadian Rockies, Banff, Alberta, March 5-30,1986
(catalogue)

7. Bakhtin, Mikhail, ibid.

ALLAN HARDING MACKAY

acceptance of reality as a principle of nourishment (like MacKay's
"deep voice" on audio tapes - an exaggeration of voice which is at
once authoritative and equally pokes fun at itself). To take Bakhtin
again in his description of such grotesque realism"...

"The mighty aspiration to abundance and to a universal spirit is
evident in each of these images. It determines their form, their
positive hyperbolism, their gay and triumphant tone. Their aspiration
is like yeast added to the images. They rise, grow, swell with this
leaven until they reach exaggerated dimensions”.7

In some very real ways MacKay can never return home again - his
experiences having created the kind of homesickness one always
has for the known and the secure. But through exaggeration (the
psychological time of the domain of memory and the unconscious),
he has paid tribute to the connections which were there and to
which he is now a familiar stranger.

Bruce W. Ferguson

27.03.86

List of Works

All works are oil and pastel on paper, 1985, from the collection of Allan
Harding MacKay the Artist.

1. The Hancox Family
8 5/8 x 134 5/8 inches (149.0 x 342.0 cm)
Signed lower right: "A MacKay / 85"

2. The Hynes Family
58 3/8 x 1351/4 inches (149.0 x 343.5 cm)
Signed lower right: "Allan MacKay / 85"

3. The MacMillan Family
58 5/8 x 128 5/8 inches (149.0 x 326.4 cm)
Signed lower right: "Allan MacKay / 85"

4. The Rowe Family
58 5/8 x 134 5/8 inches (149.0 x 342.0 cm)
Signed lower right: "A MacKay / 85"

5. The MacKay Family
58 5/8 x 133 inches (149.0 x 337.8 cm)
Signed lower right: "Allan MacKay / 85"

6. Five Guys: "Juddie", "Preacher", "Lunker", "Jack", "Rick"
58 5/8 x 142 inches (149.0 x 360.7 cm)
Signed lower right: "Allan MacKay / 85"



